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I. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This paper consists of two parts and a conclusion. The first presents IFC’s approach to 
increasing its impact over the coming three-year period, building on the achievements of the 
past three years. The second discusses the main challenges IFC faces and the approach to 
meeting those challenges. This paper is accompanied by a Background Paper which discusses 
the external environment and provides a progress update on IFC’s performance, and in 
particular on achievements in its five priorities and regional strategies.  The Background Paper 
also has a section on IFC’s proposed approach to climate change and attaches the list of frontier 
regions in non-IDA countries and the full Corporate Scorecard. Readers are encouraged to read 
both documents together and to take into account the rich information presented in the 
Background Paper when reviewing the proposed IFC strategy in this Road Map. 

II. CREATING OPPORTUNITY:  
DOING OUR PART FOR AN INCLUSIVE AND SUSTAINABLE WORLD 

“When a well-run business applies its vast resources, expertise, and management talent to problems 
that it understands and in which it has a stake, it can have a greater impact on social good than any 
other institution or philanthropic organization.” 

Michael Porter and Mark Kramer  
Harvard Business Review, December 2006 

CONTEXT 

2.1 In the last five years, the global position of many developing countries has changed.  
Consistent growth, lower poverty levels, and increased trade and investment have been 
common to a number of countries throughout the developing world. Yet people in poverty in 
these and other countries still have very great needs – jobs, access to basic services, sustainable 
development – and there is much to be done to bring the benefits of growth to all. A strong 
private sector is now widely recognized as an essential part of the development agenda.  Both 
the opportunities and needs for constructive private sector engagement have never been greater. 
The way international institutions engage with the private sector has also changed – no longer 
primarily by providing better finance, but rather by providing a mix of finance, knowledge and 
innovation, standard setting, and policy improvement. In this respect, IFC is committed to 
provide continued leadership, in close cooperation with all the members of the World Bank 
Group, to address today’s private sector development needs and support the World Bank 
Group’s objectives. 

2.2 Opportunities for IFC to make a difference are significant, and the needs and demands of 
clients in lower income markets remain strong. The Corporation is also being asked to place an 
increasing effort on addressing global public goods, such as climate change. IFC’s response 
must be seen in the context of the current increased market risks, and IFC is already seeing 
signs from some clients that their financing opportunities are being adversely affected. A 
downturn or adverse event would lead to demand for IFC to play its counter-cyclical role and to 
consider adjusting the mix of its business, both in terms of products and clients, in order to be 
able to do so. IFC is ready to play this role and, learning from past experience, is developing 
tools to help it do so effectively while also managing its portfolio in affected countries. This is 
discussed in more detail in Section III.  

2.3 At this stage in the economic cycle, and in light of its increasing decentralization, IFC 
must also consolidate and strengthen its internal support infrastructure. This will ensure that 
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IFC is ready to: (i) meet the challenges of market downturns and (ii) at the same time address 
the pressing needs of the poorest markets, which are riskier for private business, and tackle 
important development challenges such as climate change, as well as (iii) maintain the 
momentum of its growth. IFC must also become more efficient in order to work effectively in 
the more resource-intensive frontier markets. Thus the demands on IFC’s capabilities and 
resources are expected to be substantial. The Corporation will therefore face special challenges 
in striking the right dynamic balance between competing imperatives and must focus on those 
key priorities where it provides the greatest impact, while soundly managing the risks it faces. 

2.4 In response to the considerable needs and opportunities in developing countries, in 2005 
the Board endorsed IFC’s ambitious three-year growth plan, which has been re-affirmed and 
extended by the Board in subsequent years. As discussed below and shown in Table II-1, IFC 
has already met or exceeded most of the development impact targets set in 2005. 

2.5 The scaling-up was guided by IFC’s five priorities, which had been in place since 2004 
and have been consistently endorsed by the Board (with some evolution) since then. This year, 
in support of the overall World Bank Group focus on climate change issues, IFC is proposing to 
add climate change to its third pillar. It is also proposing to define frontier countries more 
specifically as IDA countries in order to be better aligned with World Bank Group priorities. 
IFC’S FIVE PRIORITIES 
Pillar 1:  Strengthening the focus on frontier markets, including small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 

and agribusiness 
Pillar 2:  Building long-term partnerships with emerging players in developing countries 
Pillar 3: Addressing climate change, and environment and social sustainability activities 
Pillar 4: Addressing constraints to private sector growth in infrastructure, health and education 
Pillar 5:  Developing local financial markets through institution building, the use of innovative financial 

products and mobilization 
 
2.6 With the areas of emphasis proposed to be added this year (continued expansion in IDA 
countries and climate change) and in previous years (agribusiness), these priorities remain as 
relevant as ever. Along with the corporate Goals discussed in paragraph 2.24 below, they 
provide the necessary framework for IFC to continue its growth and, together with other 
members of the World Bank Group, continue to do its part for an inclusive and sustainable 
world, by creating opportunities for people to escape poverty and improve their lives. 

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACHIEVEMENTS 

2.7 As IFC approaches the end of its first three-year growth plan, it is an opportune time to 
review IFC’s performance. 

2.8 Development Impact. Development impact is core to IFC’s mission, and two years ago 
IFC formalized its importance by making greater development impact its principal corporate 
Goal. 

2.9 Corporate Scorecard. Following formulation of the five priorities in 2004, IFC 
introduced a Corporate Scorecard with Board-endorsed FY08 development impact targets to 
enable Management and the Board to track progress under the priorities. As discussed in last 
year’s Strategic Directions Paper, IFC was already on track to achieve many of these 
development impact targets by the end of FY07, and FY08 will see these results improve even 
further. Success in meeting these targets places IFC in a strong position to build on the 
momentum of its achievements as it plans for scaled up impact over the next three years. Table 
II-1 summarizes the main results achieved in FY07, estimates for FY08, and the FY08 targets 
originally agreed with the Board in 2005. Paragraph 2.14 describes highlights of progress with 
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the five priorities, which are discussed in more detail in the Background Paper. The full 
Corporate Scorecard can also be found in the Background Paper. 
Table II-1: Summary of Progress on Key Development Impact Indicators Compared to Targets 

Scorecard Item 
FY07 

Achievements 
(Actual) 

FY08  
Achievements 

(Estimate) 

FY08 Board- Endorsed 
Target/Benchmark

(set in 2005) 
Ex Post Development Impact Measures 
% satisfactory or better ex-post development outcomes 
(XPSRs) - IEG ratings 56%1 63%2  on projects 

approved CY00-02 
65% on projects  

committed FY06-08 
Development Outcome Tracking System (DOTS) Success 
Rate 63%3 63-71%4 - 

Ex Ante Development Impact Measures 
Commitments in Sub-Saharan Africa $1,379m $1,100-1,400m $735-857m 
Commitments in MSME5 $2,501m $2,000-2,500m $1,100-1,300m 
% of IFC total commitments in frontier countries, compared 
with the frontier share of developing member country GDP6 38%:14% 36%-39%:14% Overweight in Frontier 

Commitments in IDA Countries as % of Total Commitment 
Volume6 37% 34% - 38% - 

Commitments in IDA Countries as % of Total Project Count 44% 43% - 47% - 
Commitments in Middle East and North Africa  $1,217m $1,250-1,500m - 
Number of projects with new sponsors7 
as % of total number of new projects 48% 45-50% Larger than 50% 

Renewable Energy / Energy Efficiency8 
- IFC Commitments in RE/EE Component 
- Total Cost of RE/EE Component 

 
$477m 

$2.0 bn 

(actual, half-year) 
$260m 
$1.2bn 

 
EIR target for the World 

Bank Group 
Infrastructure; Information and Communications 
Technologies (ICT), Health & Education Commitments $1,533m $2,430-3,250m $1,500-1,800m 

Financial Sector Commitments9 $3,374m $3,300-3,700m $2,100-2,500m 
1 FY07 IEG result is based on a three-year rolling average for projects approved during calendar year (CY) 99 to CY01 (projects are  
   typically evaluated 5-6 years after approval) 
2 FY08 estimates for IEG results are based on three-year rolling averages for projects approved in CY00-02 
3 FY07 DOTS result is based on a rolling average for projects approved in CY98-03. 
4 FY08 DOTS estimates are based on rolling averages for projects approved in CY99-04 
5 FY07 results include trade finance. 
6 Starting FY08, the definition of IFC’s Frontier Markets has changed to IDA countries and frontier regions in  non-IDA countries in  
  order to align with the World Bank Group strategic priorities. 
7 Based on new projects, excluding rights issues, A/B loan increases and secondary commitments 
8 In FY07, the total project cost of projects with RE/EE components was $6.2 billion, of which $2.0 billion was invested in RE/EE  
  components. IFC invested $1.1 billion in these projects, of which $477 million was targeted to RE/EE components 
9 Not including investments in private equity funds 
 

2.10 Development Outcome Tracking System (DOTS). In order to support greater development 
impact and coordinate efforts to measure IFC’s development impact, IFC established a new 
Development Effectiveness Unit in July 2005 and launched DOTS in October 2005. The results, 
together with those of the Independent Evaluation Group’s (IEG) studies feed into strategy 
formulation and also inform IFC’s incentive system at the corporate, department and individual 
levels. This “cascade effect” helps to ensure that the whole Corporation is focused on 
development impact. Learning from implementation and feedback, IFC adjusts the internal 
scorecards to ensure that this continues to be the case.  

2.11 DOTS has allowed IFC to expand development results tracking from once-in-a-lifetime 
for a roughly 50% sample of projects to continuous and contemporaneous tracking of 
development results for the entire portfolio. Since DOTS tracks projects from inception against 
targets, initial results are available earlier, allowing more timely feedback into strategy and new 
operations.  DOTS also allows IFC to articulate better both results already achieved and the 
expected development results of new operations, for example in terms of how many people IFC 
is reaching through its clients. Soon IFC will also be able to start articulating changes over time, 
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and eventually achievements against initial targets, which will help IFC to refine its strategy 
further.  

2.12 DOTS results show that in FY07, 63% of IFC’s investment operations (based on rolling 
average for projects approved in CY98-03) had high development outcomes, meeting or 
exceeding market, financial, economic, environmental and social, and private sector 
development performance benchmarks and standards. Results from DOTS as well as work done 
by IEG also show that in IFC’s projects development impact and financial success are closely 
interrelated and that there is little tradeoff between financial and development results in IFC 
projects. Financial success of IFC’s investments is crucial in order to spur private sector 
development, both through the sustainable success of the projects themselves as well as their 
demonstration effect.  

2.13 Looking to the future, IFC will continue to build on its success in meeting the ex ante 
development targets set out in the Corporate Scorecard as it embarks on its next phase of 
growth and concentrates on areas where its impact can be greatest, such as frontier markets. 
IFC’s continued decentralization will support the increased emphasis on clients in more 
difficult markets, as it will better enable a critical mass of staff to focus on the development 
results of projects through greater understanding of their needs and markets. 

2.14 Highlights of Progress on the Five Priorities.  

2.15 Frontier Markets. In response to guidance from the Board, IFC has placed increasing 
emphasis on frontier markets (IDA countries plus frontier regions of non-IDA countries). IFC’s 
alignment of its frontier country definition with IDA countries should further enhance its focus 
on the areas of greatest need. 
Table II-2: Commitments in IDA Countries and Frontier Regions 

 
FY05  

(Actual) 
FY06  

(Actual) 
FY07  

(Actual) 
FY08  

(Estimates) 
Total IFC Commitments ($ million) 5,373 6,703 8,220 10,000-10,500 
IDA Country Commitments  1,106 1,661 3,019 3,400-3,900 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 21% 25% 37% 34%-38% 
Non-IDA Frontier Regions Commitments1  440 536 838 900-1,155 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 8%2 8%2 10% 9%-11% 
IDA + non-IDA Frontier Regions Commitments 1,546 2,197 3,856 4,300-5,150 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 29% 33% 47% 43%-49% 
     
Total IFC Commitments (# of projects) 236 284 299 320-350 
IDA Country Commitments  76 99 132 138-165 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 32% 35% 44% 43%-47% 
Non-IDA Frontier Region Commitments  20 23 30 29-35 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 8% 8% 10% 9%-10% 
IDA + non-IDA Frontier Regions Commitments 96 122 162 163-200 

As a % of Total IFC Commitment 41% 43% 54% 51%-57% 
1 For FY07 and FY08, frontier Regions have been identified for IFC’s top 21 non-IDA countries (in terms of recent  
  commitments). These Regions are listed in the Background Paper. Frontier regions were identified based primarily on per  
  capita income with adjustments by IFC staff to reflect prevailing business risk issues in the country.  
2 The percentage is for actual commitments for FY05 and annualized for FY06 based on the first half results as this initial  
  analysis was on a pilot basis for the top 9 non-IDA countries. 
  
• IDA Countries. As a result of both favorable market conditions and a shift in focus, IFC has 

been able to increase commitments in IDA countries and frontier regions. Between FY05-
07, the percentages of IFC investment commitments in IDA countries grew from 21% to 
37% ($ commitments) and 32% to 44% (number of projects). The pace particularly picked 
up in FY07, when IFC almost doubled its commitments in IDA countries to $3 billion ($1.6 
billion in FY06). On the advisory services side, 44% of spending was in IDA countries. 
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In terms of countries served, in FY07, 37 of the 69 countries (54%) in which IFC made 
investments were IDA countries, compared to 29 of 68 (43%) in FY05. Over the same 
period, IFC increased the number of Sub-Saharan Africa countries in which it is active with 
investment and advisory services from 13 in FY05 to 27 by the end of FY07. 

• Frontier Regions. In addition to IDA countries, IFC is also focusing on frontier regions of 
non-IDA countries, and if these are included, frontier commitments in FY07 represented 
47% of volume and 54% of projects. 

• Agribusiness. Recognizing its critical role in poverty reduction and environmental and 
social sustainability, IFC last year made Agribusiness an explicit part of its frontier focus. 
IFC extends its impact beyond its direct investments (which increased to $628 million in 
FY07 from $456 million in FY06), by using its convening power to promote global public 
goods, such as the “Better Management Practices” for commodities launched in FY04. In 
2006, IFC’s agribusiness portfolio companies reached 538,295 farmers and employed 
138,893 workers. 

2.16 Building Long-term Partnerships. IFC’s clients particularly value IFC’s ability to 
accompany them through their business cycles and changing market environments, and to offer 
them an evolving menu of investment and advisory services to meet their changing needs. This 
is evidenced by IFC’s continued growth in South-South business, with a total of $1.3 billion 
committed in South-South projects in FY07 ($673 million in FY06 and $484 million in FY05). 
IFC aims to achieve a balance between nurturing existing clients and working with new clients, 
as both offer the potential for significant development impact; development results from both 
DOTS and IEG indicate that repeat investments with the same client tend to have better 
development results. IFC aims to enhance the development impact of its investments and 
provide greater additionality by getting closer to its clients through decentralization, which will 
allow more effective service, as well as through programs such as Linkages and IFC Against 
AIDS, and corporate governance advisory services. Further decentralization is especially 
important as IFC’s clients are increasingly local – 64% in FY07 compared to 51% in FY04 – 
who look for IFC to deliver its additionality over the course of a long-term relationship, rather 
than in the context of a one-off project. Decentralization will also help IFC to respond more 
effectively in a counter-cyclical situation. 

2.17 Addressing Climate Change, and Environment and Social Sustainability. IFC continues 
to have a strong focus on promoting its sustainability agenda and maintaining its sustainability 
leadership. 56 banks and financial institutions have now adopted the Equator Principles (45 a 
year ago), 32 export credit agencies of the OECD countries benchmark private sector projects 
against the Performance Standards, and MIGA has recently adopted the Performance Standards 
for its operations. Recognizing the importance of climate change in today’s world and the 
potential impact on its clients, IFC is proposing to make climate change one of its areas of 
strategic focus, and, in collaboration with the World Bank, is formulating a climate change 
strategy (see Background Paper Section IV: IFC’s Approach to Climate Change). 

2.18 Infrastructure, Health and Education. Over the past three years, IFC’s commitments in 
these sectors have increased steadily, from $880 million in FY05 to more than $1.5 billion in 
FY07. This number is expected to increase further in FY08. IFC has recently concluded a 
number of landmark transactions, and is developing innovative ways to address the significant 
needs in these sectors, such as the new InfraVentures fund (approved by the Board in the Net 
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Income Paper1 as the Global Infrastructure Project Development Fund – a $100 million early 
stage equity fund in IDA countries). In 2006, IFC’s clients delivered power directly to 9.5 
million customers, supplied water to 15.3 million customers, and reached almost 4 million 
patients and 353,000 students. 

2.19 Local Financial Markets Development. Access to finance and a robust financial sector are 
essential for sustainable private sector development. In FY07, financial markets commitments 
accounted for 37% of IFC’s committed portfolio (35% in FY06) and 41% of IFC’s new 
investments (37% in FY06). IFC’s investments in MSMEs have also grown. In FY07, total IFC 
MSME commitments were $2.5 billion ($1.5 billion in FY06 and $1 billion in FY05). In 2006, 
IFC’s clients disbursed an estimated 8.9 million sub-loans totaling $96.5 billion. Total 
commitments of IFC’s trade finance program reached $767 million in FY07, with the issue of 
more than 560 guarantees, which supported $1.2 billion of trade. 

2.20 Additionality. Starting with the formulation of its Articles, additionality has been 
fundamental to IFC’s role. Over time, IFC’s additionality has evolved as IFC has developed 
new ways to add value in response to changing client needs, but the overriding importance of 
additionality remains. In recent years, IFC has responded to Board feedback by further 
increasing the emphasis on additionality in its projects, and refining what constitutes 
additionality to reflect changes in IFC’s business and markets. The Additionality Technical 
Briefing held in November, 2007, which focused on investment projects, laid out IFC’s current 
thinking and also showed the strength of IFC’s additionality from various perspectives (project 
review, client characteristics, client surveys, IEG review and benchmarking with other IFIs). 
Chart II-1 shows IFC’s additionality in its FY05-FY07 commitments along the revised 
categories of additionality. 

Chart II-1: IFC Additionality (as a % of total projects) – FY05-07 Commitments 

 
2.21 As an indication of its additionality, in FY07, 69% of IFC’s projects, representing 65% of 
its volume, were in IDA countries or frontier regions, or targeted MSMEs in non-IDA countries 
– all areas where IFC’s additionality tends to be strongest. IFC is also working increasingly 
with second-tier clients; for example, they are an important strategic focus of IFC’s activities in 
Latin America and in FY07, 66% of IFC’s projects in the region were with these clients, 
compared to 31% in FY05. When IFC plays its counter-cyclical role, as it may well be called 
upon to do in the near future, its additionality is particularly strong as it is can swiftly provide 
liquidity and subsequently longer-term financing in situations where no viable financing 
alternatives exist.  

2.22 Despite these achievements, IFC acknowledges that more needs to be done to ensure that 
all projects are assessed through the additionality lens, especially given the recent growth in 

                                                   
1 Use of IFC’s FY07 Net Income: Retained Earnings and Designation of Retained Earnings (IFC/R2007-0275) 
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staff. To this end, IFC staff have prepared an Additionality Primer, which has been rolled out to 
staff and will be supported with training. 

2.23 Additionality with Advisory Services. Advisory services are a key component of IFC’s 
value-added in investment activities and are critical to increasing IFC additionality, providing 
greater reach and impact for the Corporation. IFC’s Advisory Services business is growing 
rapidly, but at the same time the growth is being targeted at areas that increase the 
Corporation’s overall additionality. This is being accomplished through a rigorous program to 
focus advisory work into core product areas where IFC has strong comparative advantage and 
by building business and human resources systems to strengthen these comparative advantages. 
These areas include programs that leverage key IFC and World Bank expertise, such as in 
business environment, privatization and public-private partnerships (PPPs), access to finance, 
and environment, social and corporate governance. Advisory programs with strong comparative 
advantages are also often in areas closely tied to current or potential IFC investments, such as 
in infrastructure and the financial sector. Advisory services are particularly important for 
evolving programmatic approaches, which often include advisory work to develop the 
investment climate and provide technical expertise to intermediaries and ultimate clients. 
Advisory services also enable the Corporation to reach locations and sectors where it would be 
difficult to provide investment services alone.  

2.24 Corporate Goals. IFC has set itself several corporate Goals in order to sharpen the focus 
on its five priorities. These Goals, first formulated in 2006, have now been rationalized into the 
following six: (i) greater development impact; (ii) greater client satisfaction; (iii) disciplined 
growth, both for IFC’s account and through mobilization; (iv) greater World Bank Group 
cooperation; (v) maintenance of sound finances; and (vi) high quality, diverse employees who 
are motivated and engaged.   

2.25  Advisory Services.  IFC Advisory Services (AS) are an important and growing part of 
IFC’s business. They contribute significantly to IFC’s additionality, by improving the business 
enabling environment for the private sector as well as the capabilities of companies, as 
discussed in paragraph 2.23. In FY07, AS expenditure increased 28% over FY06 and of this 
44% was spent in IDA countries (see the Background Paper for more detail on Progress on AS). 

2.26 World Bank Group Cooperation. Enhanced cooperation among World Bank Group 
members continues to be an important corporate Goal for IFC. Such cooperation is critical to 
improving development effectiveness, especially where policy and transactions intersect. Plans 
are underway to improve further the level of cooperation. For example, as part of IFC’s 
strategic planning exercise, in January 2008, all IFC investment departments were asked to 
develop action plans for greater World Bank-IFC cooperation. These covered a range of topics, 
including information exchange, strategy development and incentives for recognition of 
cooperation efforts.  

2.27 Over recent years, steps have been taken to maximize the organizational synergies 
available. These include joint departments working in a number of core sectors (e.g. oil, gas, 
mining, information and communication technology, subnationals, and finance and private 
sector development) and these joint departments are working well. There is also corporate-level 
cooperation in a number of important areas such as the World Bank Group-wide 
implementation of the Governance and Anti-Corruption strategy and regional-level cooperation. 
Cooperation is further discussed in the Background Paper.  

2.28 Transfer to IDA. Building on IFC’s transfer to the International Development 
Association (IDA) of $150 million approved by the Board in August 2006, in September 2007 
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the Board approved the designation of $500 million from IFC’s retained earnings for IDA15 to 
promote private sector development in IDA countries, as set out in the Net Income Paper. It 
also approved an indicative program of up to a further $1.25 billion for IDA15 to be designated 
as follows: $450 million of retained earnings from the Corporation’s fiscal year 2008; $400 
million of retained earnings from the Corporation’s fiscal year 2009; $400 million of retained 
earnings from the Corporation’s fiscal year 2010, subject to the actual availability of IFC funds. 
Together with IFC’s enhanced focus on investments and advisory activities in IDA countries, 
this will enable IFC to increase its impact where the needs are greatest and contribute 
substantively to overall World Bank Group activity in these markets. A Director for the newly 
established IDA-IFC Secretariat is now in place and work has started to bring a greater private 
sector focus to World Bank Group operations in IDA countries. 

2.29 Strategic Communications. In FY08, IFC recognized the importance of strategic 
communications by creating a Corporate Relations department with three main functions: (i) 
external communications; (ii) internal communications; and (iii) brand marketing. IFC is 
aligning its communications function to deliver on the Corporation’s priorities, in particular to 
support an enduring corporate culture and brand, minimize reputation risk, and support 
decentralization and staff development. 

2.30 IFC continues to develop and implement its one brand strategy, which positions IFC as 
the brand within the World Bank Group that focuses on the private sector as a key to 
development impact. IFC works closely with the World Bank External Affairs and other World 
Bank Group colleagues generally to ensure a shared approach on stakeholder outreach and civil 
society engagement. 

2.31 Growth and Profitability. In FY07, IFC’s program remained strong, with commitments 
of $8.2 billion, compared to a high-end projection of $7.5 billion at the time of last year’s 
Strategic Directions Paper. Similarly strong performance is expected in FY08. These direct 
investments raised $1.8 billion through the B Loan program and mobilized around another $2.1 
billion through structured finance transactions, bringing to a total of $12.1 billion IFC’s own 
account funding and mobilization.  

2.32 While IFC is anticipating another year of strong performance, and has already realized 
substantial capital gains, the current uncertainties in many of its markets could well have a 
significant negative impact on its final financial results. IFC’s financial position continued to 
strengthen in FY07, with net income reaching $2.5 billion ($1.2 billion in FY06 and $2.0 
billion in FY05). IFC’s Return on Equity was 19%, up from 13 % in FY06. 

IFC’S CONTRIBUTION TO THE WORLD BANK GROUP’S STRATEGIC THEMES 

2.33 IFC contributes to and supports the World Bank Group’s six strategic themes2. IFC has 
been engaged with the Six Themes working groups, and its inputs have been reflected in their 
work. Examples of IFC’s contributions to these Six Themes are described in the following 
paragraphs.  

2.34 Poorest Countries. IFC pursues all its priority areas in the poorest countries. In IDA 
countries in particular, this means a focus on infrastructure, microfinance, housing finance, 
support for micro and small businesses and serving the underserved populations. IFC responds 
to the needs in poorest countries by listening to its clients and generating new ideas. Initiatives 

                                                   
2 Poorest Countries; Fragile/Conflict Affected Countries; Middle Income Countries; Global Public Goods; Arab World; 
and Knowledge and Learning. 
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such as the Africa Health Initiative3, InfraVentures and the proposed equity funds for SME risk 
capital in IDA countries (see paragraph 2.45) are aimed at scaling up IFC’s activities in the 
health, infrastructure and SME sectors respectively. IFC uses its financial strength and global 
expertise to bring investments and advisory services to where they are needed most, especially 
to frontier markets. For example, in FY07, IFC’s investments in Africa doubled to almost $1.4 
billion ($700 million in FY06) and are expected to increase further over the coming years, 
focusing where the need is greatest and the challenges are toughest. The Global Trade Finance 
Program is allowing IFC to reach small and difficult IDA countries such as the Gambia, 
Rwanda and Sierra Leone. 

2.35 In addition to IFC’s designation to IDA mentioned in paragraph 2.28, IFC is bringing its 
private sector expertise to bear on joint World Bank Group strategies for IDA countries. The 
establishment of the joint IDA-IFC Secretariat should spur innovative joint products and 
services for the private sector. On the ground, IFC is working with the World Bank on business 
enabling environment (BEE) programs, infrastructure, SMEs and extractive industries. 

2.36 Partnerships, public and private, are central to IFC’s activities in IDA countries. For 
example, in Liberia, IFC is working with the government to address investment climate 
constraints. At the regional level, IFC is collaborating with the African Development Bank on 
advisory services programs focusing on women.   

2.37 Fragile/Conflict-Affected Countries. IFC is innovating in infrastructure development 
especially in conflict-affected countries where the needs for regional integration are great. IFC 
has developed PPPs, such as the Moatize project in Mozambique, as traditional sources of 
finance are lacking and governments are recognizing the comparative advantage of the private 
sector. IFC is making strong efforts to develop bankable projects for future investment, and the 
InfraVentures fund is an example of these efforts. Collaborating with the World Bank, MIGA 
and other partners has been key in delivering results in these difficult markets. In terms of 
sectors, IFC is expanding its investment and advisory services in infrastructure, agribusiness, 
financial market products targeting women and SMEs, and health and education in countries 
affected by conflict. IFC is on the ground in post-conflict countries, in Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC), Lebanon and Liberia, and is focusing on advisory work that improves the 
business enabling environment. For example, in DRC, the IFC Linkages Program is working 
closely with investment teams to identify opportunities and design interventions which will 
enable local businesses to benefit from economic growth. Greater discussion of IFC’s post-
conflict initiatives can be found in the Background Paper – Progress Update. 

2.38 Middle Income Countries. IFC is committed to being a long-term partner, prioritizing 
innovation and client satisfaction in meeting the needs of emerging players in developing 
countries and helping them cross borders through South-South investments. IFC is exploring 
further South-South investments with companies in Brazil, China, India, the Gulf States and 
North Africa. In addition, the joint World Bank-IFC team is scaling up subnational finance 
across the World Bank Group. This is a crucial source of finance for infrastructure development 
as 90% of infrastructure projects in developing countries are undertaken by regional and 
municipal governments. IFC is using its Advisory Services to strengthen the business enabling 
environment and unlock opportunities at the subnational level in Western China and conflict-
affected regions of the Philippines. In addition, IFC is introducing innovative investment and 
advisory services products in housing finance and PPPs. 

                                                   
3 IFC/R2007-0315. 
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2.39 Global Public Goods. It is estimated that 80% of all financing needed to tackle climate 
change will come from private sources. The private sector has the ability to innovate and lead 
in addressing the challenge and IFC is a strong partner in that effort. IFC is proposing to adopt 
climate change as a priority throughout its operations and is focusing on investments and 
mobilization of private sector resources in developing countries. IFC is finalizing its approach 
to climate change in coordination with the World Bank (see Background Paper – IFC’s 
Approach to Climate Change). As already noted, IFC’s Trade Finance Program is growing, and 
IFC is planning to scale up the program significantly in the poorest and middle income 
countries (see Background Paper – Progress Update).  

2.40 Arab World. IFC intends to raise $100 million (from its own funds and donors) by FY09 
to support advisory activities in the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region over the next 
five years that focus on financial markets, small businesses, infrastructure and improving the 
investment climate. IFC is supporting cross-border investment in MENA, helping regional 
companies as they invest in neighboring countries, bringing in capital, technology and 
management expertise, and creating jobs. In FY07, cross-border investments within MENA 
made up over half of all IFC investments in the region. IFC is also developing a program to 
scale up its work on Islamic Finance. 

2.41 One focus of IFC’s work in the region is women entrepreneurs. Commercial International 
Bank of Egypt, an IFC client, was the first MENA bank to join the Global Banking Alliance for 
Women, whose secretariat is housed at IFC. IFC is engaged in talks with two other commercial 
banks in the region to join the alliance. IFC has worked with the Center of Arab Women for 
Training and Research on a project to support businesswomen associations in five MENA 
countries in their efforts to better understand their members’ needs (see Background Paper – 
Progress Update). 

2.42 Knowledge and Learning. IFC is committed to delivering development impact by 
helping the growth of the private sector in emerging markets and by leading in measuring 
results. In 2005, IFC introduced DOTS as a tool to measure development impact and learn from 
experience. IFC is continuing to develop and strengthen corporate practice groups and 
corporate training initiatives to build up core skills and leadership in order to better support 
World Bank Group goals. Through client surveys, workshops and other tools, IFC is learning 
directly from clients how to be a more effective partner. IFC continues to disseminate 
knowledge and best practices to its clients through training and toolkits as well as by leading in 
standard setting (e.g. Corporate Governance and Performance Standards). 

STRATEGY DEVELOPMENTS   

2.43 IFC’s track record and growth in capacity have allowed it to adopt new approaches to 
help build on its achievements, and thereby scale up its development impact across its five 
priorities. These approaches were highlighted last year and IFC has continued to build on them: 
reaching the underserved, programmatic approaches, and becoming more client-centered. 

2.44 Reaching the Underserved. Many people in developing countries have not yet benefited 
from the overall growth of the private sector in these countries. The needs in the poorest 
markets are driving IFC’s strategy, and in particular its increased focus on IDA countries. In 
addition, IFC is formulating special initiatives for many of these challenging markets. 

2.45 IDA Countries. IFC has increased its focus on IDA countries by aligning its frontier 
definition with IDA countries and setting the number of IDA country investments as a key 
performance indicator in investment department scorecards. IFC is aiming to increase further 
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its investments in IDA countries and is also developing new approaches for privates sector 
development in these countries, such as those set out in IFC’s Net Income Paper: 

• Recognizing the critical need for infrastructure, IFC InfraVentures is a $100 million early 
stage equity fund for infrastructure project development, aimed at increasing the supply of 
bankable infrastructure projects in the most challenging markets, and in particular the 
volume of PPPs (see paragraph 2.18 above).   

• The SME equity funds for risk capital in IDA countries are pilot initiatives aiming to fill the 
financing gap faced by SMEs in these countries through provision of financing combined 
with advisory services and training. These SME funds are currently being structured and 
IFC will return to the Board for formal approval when appropriate. 

2.46 Frontier Regions. A significant proportion of the world’s poor live in the frontier regions 
of non-IDA countries, and reaching these underserved segments remains an important priority 
for IFC. As an example, in FY07 44% of IFC’s investments (by number) in China and Russia 
were targeted at these frontier regions, compared to 28% in FY05. By volume, the figures are 
32% and 28% respectively. 

2.47 Bottom of the Pyramid Initiatives. IFC has given considerable thought as to how best to 
address the needs of the poorest in its markets, and continues to work on developing approaches 
in this area. Support for microfinance institutions is one element of IFC’s strategy, as well as 
several innovative advisory services projects such as the “Lighting Africa” initiative. IFC’s 
Grassroots Business Initiative was one such innovative approach, and this has now reached a 
stage where it makes sense to restructure this program to give it more independence, in order to 
help it grow, invest as well as make grants, and also attract more and better partnerships and 
funding, while keeping strong synergies with IFC. This will be separately discussed with the 
Board in March. 

2.48 Programmatic Approaches. Last year’s Strategic Directions Paper introduced 
programmatic approaches as a way to increase the development impact and additionality of IFC 
operations. These can be implemented in different ways, but they all have a common theme: 
extending IFC activities beyond the individual project into a program of projects and advice, 
often with partners. By greatly extending IFC’s reach these approaches can significantly 
increase the breadth and depth of development impacts. There are four major types of 
programmatic approaches under development.  

2.49 Wholesaling and Cross-Sector Approaches. IFC is combining its financial sector and 
industry expertise to enable the wholesaling of industry products through local banks. This will 
allow it to reach smaller clients in smaller, harder to reach countries, in many cases IDA 
countries, and thereby address the market imperfections which lead to the financing gaps faced 
by such clients. As compared to traditional investments, these programs target specialty 
financial products and markets requiring the combination of financial and industry expertise, 
and are usually linked with advisory programs. Plans for these types of programs are underway 
in the infrastructure, subnational, agribusiness, and health and education sectors. Similar 
approaches are envisioned and being discussed in the oil, gas, mining, information technology 
and general manufacturing sectors. Some of these wholesaling projects will be done via 
companies as well as banks (e.g. with agribusiness trading companies) and the product range 
can extend into short-term finance as well as traditional longer-term products. Successful 
examples of these wholesaling types of programs include the student loan program in Indonesia, 
and infrastructure projects in Indonesia, Jordan and the Latin American Region. 
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2.50 Country/Sector Strategies with Advisory Services. IFC departments are increasingly 
developing sector strategies, in many cases for different sectors within an individual country. 
This allows for a detailed consideration of approaches to yield IFC’s highest potential for 
additionality and development impact in a sector and country, building on a series of 
investments and combining investments with advisory services and work with the World Bank. 
Advisory work may include upstream work on the business enabling environment to encourage 
downstream private sector investments in which IFC participates. Strategies for infrastructure, 
PPPs, and the financial sector are the most common sectors to date with these approaches. 
Examples include financial sector strategies in China, Russia and India, and a strategy for 
infrastructure in Colombia. 

2.51 Multiple-Project Client Strategies. Some programmatic approaches involve working in a 
long term partnership with clients for multiple projects, often in more than one country. This 
includes development of South-South programs where IFC helps emerging developing country 
players reach out to new locations. Examples include multi-project programs in hotels and 
cement. 

2.52 Combined Advisory/Investment Programs to bring Enhanced Value-Added to Projects. A 
number of programs are being developed to promote combined investment and advisory 
services to increase IFC’s value-added to projects. Examples include targeted investment 
programs with linkage components to develop small business suppliers of IFC clients, and 
cleaner technology programs with a combined investment and advisory product. 

2.53 The matrix in Chart II-2 helps to explain IFC’s additionality as it moves into these more 
programmatic approaches.  This Chart illustrates the range of activities from firm-level to 
programmatic interventions (bottom to top). 
Chart II-2: IFC’s Business Model – Illustrative Framework 

 
2.54 Becoming More Client Centered. As IFC has targeted more frontier markets and second 
tier clients, and as a greater proportion of its clients has become local rather than international 
(64% in FY07), the need for increased field presence and a different and more efficient 
operating model has become clear. In the most recent client survey, while overall satisfaction 
was high at 85%, the areas most quoted as needing improvement were response times and pace 
of decision-making. By being closer to its clients, IFC is better able to understand and serve 
their needs as well as strengthen risk management. This will enable IFC’s projects to deliver 
greater development impact and IFC to maximize its additionality. Management believes this 
decentralization can also make IFC more sensitive and responsive to the specific needs of 
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individual member countries. Taken together, decentralization also fosters innovative solutions 
for development originating from the ground up. 

2.55 As discussed with the Board at the Technical Briefing on decentralization in December 
2007, this move to a decentralized model has been an evolving process, intensifying from 2002. 
The decentralization pilot in Asia (covering both East and South Asia), which began in 2006, 
marked the start of the next phase of IFC becoming more client-centered, as it involved internal 
delegation of decision-making to the field and placing more specialists in the field alongside the 
investment staff. IFC has found that being close to clients and better understanding their needs 
and markets yields not only increased levels of business, as seen in Africa, for example, but 
brings other important benefits, such as the ability to: 

- engage more effectively with governments and the World Bank; 

- improve monitoring of projects, particularly where there are environmental and social 
issues, and address problems swiftly, which will be important in a counter-cyclical 
situation; and 

- offer proactive support to clients, and in particular less sophisticated clients. 

2.56  IFC has now had the opportunity to assess progress and lessons learned. Building on 
these and given the results in terms of increased business and reach, IFC now intends to roll this 
model out to the remaining regions.  

2.57 In addition to getting closer to its clients, IFC is implementing a more rigorous client 
relationship management framework. This will enable staff to segment clients more effectively, 
understand their needs and then engage with them more strategically to develop the client 
engagement plan. This more strategic approach will help to ensure that IFC is selecting the 
kinds of clients who will deliver development impact on the ground in line with IFC’s priorities 
and that IFC is providing the additionality they need in order to do so.  

2.58 Clients strongly value IFC’s global expertise, and maintaining this global perspective as 
IFC grows and adds local staff in the field is critical. IFC is working to strengthen its global 
knowledge networks to ensure clients continue to have access to the best of IFC’s global 
expertise, irrespective of location. Building on knowledge management initiatives already in 
place in some areas, the new initiatives will focus on codifying and sharing sector and product 
information through practice groups, on-boarding programs and learning notes. 

2.59 IFC has also taken steps to enhance its responsiveness through improvement of its 
internal business processes. Several of the recommendations of the Business Process Review 
concluded last year have been implemented, and IFC is now looking at the next phase of 
business process improvements. Increasing delegation of decision-making to the field will be 
an important aspect, as highlighted at the recent Technical Briefing on decentralization. 
Adjusting IFC’s risk management processes to a more decentralized business with authority 
delegated to the field will also be important, and IFC intends to devote additional resources to 
this area.  

MOVING FORWARD: STRATEGY IMPLEMENTATION 

2.60 Private Sector Development as a World Bank Group Comparative Advantage. As 
the development plans of many countries now focus on private sector development, the 
leadership of the World Bank Group in private sector activities has become an important 
comparative advantage. The World Bank Group’s broad strength in private sector development 
presents an important area of opportunity for its leadership in the coming years. Emerging 
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planning under the current Six Themes working groups has emphasized in many cases the 
importance of the World Bank Group activities related to private sector development.  

2.61  Among development institutions, IFC remains the largest source of private sector finance 
and the most global institution, and provides leadership in innovative activities such as PPPs, 
environment and social issues, and results measurement. The World Bank provides strong 
leadership in investment climate diagnostics, regulatory improvement programs, and supporting 
public sector investments. MIGA provides additional strength with political risk insurance. 
Programs such as Gemloc (see Box 1 in the Background Paper) and Doing Business are highly 
visible examples of the World Bank Group’s private sector strengths. 

2.62 IFC’s Comparative Advantage. IFC has been focusing for many years on enhancing its 
unique strengths that provide comparative advantages and additionality compared to other 
financial institutions. IFC’s comparative advantage starts with special abilities in risk mitigation, 
a role it provides along with other development institutions. IFC’s special status as a public 
institution supporting the private sector, with accompanying preferred creditor status, political 
immunities, and relationships to governments, allows it to: (i) provide comfort to other 
investors – helping them invest where they would not go alone; (ii) change the risk perception 
of projects by providing a “stamp of approval”; (iii) provide financial products beyond what the 
market would provide on its own; (iv) take a longer term view than other market participants; 
and (v) play a counter-cyclical role. 

2.63 Building on this risk-mitigation core, IFC has been enhancing knowledge-related 
capabilities that are very important to lead in private sector development in today’s 
environment. These capabilities include: (i) technical/market/industry knowledge; (ii) ability to 
help develop innovative solutions such as in housing finance, SMEs, or public-private 
infrastructure programs; (iii) leadership in environment, social and corporate governance 
capabilities; (iv) ability to lead in standard setting; and (v) assistance, along with the World 
Bank, in improving the investment climate to help build a thriving private sector.   

2.64 These knowledge-related activities are being improved through many of the current focus 
areas of the Corporation, such as: (i) enhanced presence in the field; (ii) strengthened human 
resources development and training; (iii) a growing and focusing global advisory services 
business; (iv) stronger World Bank Group cooperation; (v) programmatic approaches; (vi) 
leading edge measurement systems; (vii) stronger client management and knowledge 
management; and (viii) a scaling up of capabilities in sectors (e.g. agribusiness, microfinance) 
and locations (e.g. in IDA countries) that are particularly important for development. 

2.65 Finally, IFC has been building up an enhanced range of financial products to address the 
modern private sector development challenges. These include products in structured finance, 
local currency finance, wholesaling, output-based aid, and infrastructure and SME venture 
capital. 

2.66 This combination of special risk-mitigation capability, knowledge services, and 
innovative financial products drives IFC’s comparative advantages. Its position as the largest 
global development institution focusing on the private sector, its membership of the World 
Bank Group, and its global brand and convening power, provide a unique opportunity to lead in 
these areas. A critical continuing task of the Corporation is to maintain and enhance these 
advantages. 

2.67 Comparative Advantage by Sector. IFC’s comparative advantage in particular 
investments varies depending on circumstances in different countries, sectors and projects, and 
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becomes the basis for the additionality IFC provides in each investment.  Examples of the ways 
IFC provides additionality in specific sectors include: 

• IFC’s infrastructure business provides additionality through the development of innovative 
projects and public-private partnerships in difficult markets and sub-sectors, providing risk 
mitigation, and leveraging specialized financial structuring, policy, environmental, and 
social capabilities.  Effectively dealing with climate change issues is likely to become an 
important part of IFC additionality in this sector. 

• In agribusiness, besides risk mitigation, IFC is providing additionality through its expertise 
in the safety, environmental, and social standards that are now critical to export markets; 
through linkage programs that help integrate farmers into global supply chains; and through 
innovative agricultural wholesale products that target smaller agricultural companies. 

• In the financial sector, IFC provides additionality through integrated financial and advisory 
products in sub-sectors such as microfinance, housing, trade, and sustainability finance; via 
innovative wholesaling products that combine specialized financial and advisory services in 
agribusiness, education and other sectors; and by providing and facilitating long term-
finance that is increasingly scarce as a result of recent global credit conditions, in areas such 
as MSME and housing finance. 

• In oil, gas and mining projects, IFC’s specialized policy, environmental and social 
capabilities - often with World Bank support - are key aspects of IFC additionality, along 
with risk mitigation.  Projects are increasingly in frontier countries and regions and a 
number are now with smaller, junior companies. 

2.68 Looking Ahead. IFC will build on its achievements and the comparative advantage of 
both the Corporation and the whole World Bank Group as it plans for the next three years. 
Subject to resource constraints, it will continue to adjust its business mix towards the focus 
areas of frontier markets and climate change, but must also be ready to play its counter-cyclical 
role. In order to support IFC’s efforts in these important areas, IFC intends to devote resources 
to strengthening its internal support infrastructure. 

2.69 Key Lessons. In realizing its strategic and growth objectives over this period, IFC has 
greatly benefited from having a rolling medium-term planning horizon of three years, rather 
than the one-year planning which IFC had traditionally used. This has enabled the Corporation 
to plan resources more effectively and to be more responsive to emerging needs, such as the 
progressive increase in activities in frontier markets, the post-conflict initiatives and 
decentralization.   

2.70 Building on Results. IFC’s achievements of the three-year plan period provide a strong 
basis to continue with the next phase of its growth, allowing IFC to do its part for an inclusive 
and sustainable world.  

• Managing Growth. As a result of the demand from its clients, IFC’s compound annual 
commitment growth rate4 over the period FY05 to FY08 is projected to be 23-25%, greatly 
exceeding what was envisaged in 2005 when the growth strategy was first endorsed (12%, 
using the high point of the ranges given in the June 2005 Business Plan and Budget Paper). 
This growth has enabled IFC to reach a scale where it can create more opportunities for 
people to escape poverty and improve their lives and, together with other members of the 

                                                   
4 Compound annual growth rate (CAGR) is the year-over-year rate of growth over a specified period of time: in the 
context above it describes the rate commitments would have grown if they had grown at a steady rate each year. 
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World Bank Group, have greater and more systemic impact. IFC has achieved this growth 
while strengthening its focus on development impact and additionality, working with more 
and more local clients (64% in FY07 compared to 51% in FY04), growing its portfolio, 
remaining profitable, significantly decentralizing operations and increasing staff by 32% 
(and field-based staff by 53%)5, all of which leads IFC’s Management to be confident in 
IFC’s ability to manage the next phase in IFC’s growth and development. IFC has also 
shown the capacity to adapt as it grows, for example by pushing further into frontier 
markets, developing more programmatic approaches and linking better its advisory services 
to its investment strategy. 

• Market Presence. IFC is present in more countries than at the start of the three-year period, 
with 98 offices in 73 countries planned for the end of FY08 (excluding Part I country 
offices), compared to 91 offices in 66 countries in FY06. Eight new offices established over 
this period are in IDA countries while one office was closed in a non-IDA country. The 
increased level of business and the new offices have been supported by the significant 
increase in staff in the field, increasing from 44% (1,082 staff) in FY05 to 52% (1,657 staff) 
at the end of 2007.  

• Productivity. As both the number and volume of commitments have grown, IFC has been 
able to improve its productivity on a number of measures. The dollar volume committed per 
investment staff and per $1 million in regular budget both improved in FY07. IFC is also 
becoming more efficient in terms of the time taken from early review of a project to 
commitment: 278 days per project in FY07, compared to 339 days in FY06. 

2.71 Business Mix. IFC is proposing to build on the important strategic shifts of recent years in 
the mix of its business, as well as how this business is conducted, in particular:   

• IDA Countries and Frontier. For IFC to fulfill its role and maximize its additionality and 
development impact, it must increase further the focus on smaller and more challenging 
markets, in particular IDA countries, and on reaching the underserved wherever they are. 
IFC would also aim to be more selective in non-frontier markets investments, focusing on 
those which are strategically important or innovative, such as related to climate change or 
infrastructure, those which have strong development impact, and on areas where IFC’s 
additionality is particularly strong, such as second tier clients.  

While the focus on frontier markets is a cornerstone of IFC’s strategy, IFC must also 
balance the increased costs and risks of these investments with the need to remain 
financially strong and maintain capacity to respond in an effective counter-cyclical fashion 
in other countries. As IFC reaches further into the frontier, the costs of projects in IDA 
countries are only likely to increase and the average size of projects, and therefore aspects 
of IFC’s productivity, decrease. Some of the issues IFC is taking into account in this regard 
are described below. 

- Using the Ease of Doing Business Index as an illustration of the likely resource 
intensity of projects in more challenging markets, IDA countries represent 69% of the 
bottom half performers. In order to gain a better understanding of the costs of doing 
business in IDA countries, IFC has analyzed why the costs of financial markets projects in 
these countries are so high. The reasons include: under-developed regulatory environments; 
the lack of data availability and weaker understanding of IFC’s prudential standards and 
requirements; weak operational skills of client staff who therefore require more IFC support; 

                                                   
5 Staff numbers compare end-FY05 numbers with the end of calendar year 2007. 
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often difficult travel and country situations which hamper staff effectiveness; reputation 
risks, as local sponsors are not as well known as in larger economies leading to more 
complex sponsor due diligence; dealing with multiple counterparties, as donors and 
government authorities are more often involved in these projects; and consequently large 
project teams are needed relative to the size of the project to address these various aspects. 
There are also internal constraints as IFC’s policies and processes do not sufficiently 
distinguish between the size and complexity of projects. By way of example, a recent small 
project covering several African countries took a core team of eight staff two years, and the 
team is still devoting substantial time and effort to guide the sponsor through the 
implementation of an institution building plan to mitigate some of the risk factors. Likewise, 
a $3.2 million project in a small IDA country took three years from initial client discussions 
to disbursement.  

- The average size of IFC’s commitments in IDA countries over the period FY06 to first 
half FY08 was $17 million, compared to $25 million in non-IDA countries. In order to 
maintain the momentum of its growth and therefore its capacity to address the significant 
demands in its markets, IFC would therefore need to do more projects, with resulting cost 
implications.  

- As illustrated in Chart II-3, per dollar committed, projects in IDA countries take longer 
to complete than projects in non-IDA countries, in particular taking account of the time 
needed for project development. More dedicated resources are therefore required to reduce 
this time and increase the number of such projects.  

Chart II-3: Illustration of Resource Intensity of IDA and Non-IDA Projects 
 

 
- Loans in IDA countries are riskier than loans in non-IDA countries, with both higher 
risk ratings as well as higher reserve levels. IFC must ensure that as it increases the 
proportion of business in these countries, it is also able to dedicate sufficient additional 
resources to risk management. 

• Climate Change. Recognizing the depth and breadth of the challenges and opportunities 
climate change poses, and the growing demand from clients and countries, IFC is this year 
proposing to add climate change to its priorities, and an increasingly significant amount of 
business, for example in middle income countries, may be focusing on this area. This will 
accelerate a process that was started within the World Bank Group in 2005 in response to 
the G8 Gleneagles Climate Communiqué. While still evolving, key features of IFC’s 
approach to climate change include proposals for the near term on: (i) enhanced support for 
renewable energy and energy efficiency investments (RE/EE) and other mitigation 
opportunities; (ii) partnerships to address climate change mitigation and adaptation; and (iii) 
extending carbon finance activities. IFC will review further: (i) its role in adaptation to 
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climate change; (ii) measuring the Greenhouse Gas emissions in IFC’s portfolio; and (iii) 
the use of carbon shadow costs in project appraisal. The extent to which IFC can increase 
significantly its RE/EE investments and mainstream carbon finance support will depend on 
the availability of sufficient resources and strong advisory support. A summary of IFC’s 
evolving approach to climate change can be found in Section IV of the Background Paper 
and will be discussed with the Board at an upcoming Technical Briefing.  

• Preparing for Counter-Cyclical Demand. The current uncertain global economic situation 
poses challenges and opportunities for IFC. IFC must be ready to play its counter-cyclical 
role as well as ensure that its portfolio management and internal controls are sufficiently 
robust to be able to deal with adverse impacts. Should such a counter-cyclical role emerge 
for IFC, this would probably imply increased demand from non-IDA countries while 
adverse conditions continued to prevail. IFC would therefore have to balance competing 
demands in assuming its counter-cyclical role, depending on the timing and magnitude of 
the downturn, and its consequent effects on IFC’s portfolio and balance sheet. (IFC’s 
strategy for possible downturns is discussed in more detail in Section III.) 

• Decentralization. In order to support its strategy, and in particular reach more markets and 
strengthen its client relationships, IFC will build on its Asia decentralization pilot by 
decentralizing further in other regions, as discussed above. While IFC thinks that the 
benefits of decentralization are significant, there are costs, including in the current 
economic environment the impact of the weak dollar. 

2.72 Strengthening Internal Infrastructure. IFC has seen significant growth at a time when 
markets were particularly favorable. While IFC’s portfolio remains strong, the growth has 
highlighted several areas which need strengthening, particularly in the context of the continuing 
shifts in business mix, the likelihood of a counter-cyclical situation and IFC’s decentralized 
operations. The areas on which IFC plans to focus more resources over the three-year planning 
period include: (i) risk management and systems; (ii) portfolio management and systems; (iii) 
support functions such as legal and environment; (iv) ensuring that IFC has the desired number 
and quality of staff in the right places and the incentive and career frameworks to support them; 
and (v) adopting processes to support future growth of, and new types of, business, such as 
appropriate delegation of authority. Devoting resources and attention to these aspects now may 
imply slower growth initially, depending on resource constraints,, but will equip IFC to 
continue its growth in activity thereafter and thus meet more effectively the tremendous needs 
in its markets, while also maintaining its sound financial position. 

2.73 Growth Path. For the period FY09-11, IFC is proposing a growth path that would enable 
it to: (i) focus on internal infrastructure improvements; as well as (ii) maintain the momentum 
of growth it has achieved over recent years; and (iii) further accomplish the strategic shifts to 
greater investment levels in poorer frontier markets and to developing its climate change 
business. Progress in these areas would require undertaking more projects, both overall and in 
the areas of focus, and this will require appropriate resources. The proposed growth path is 
projected to lead to a compound annual growth rate of around 7%-12% over FY08-FY11 
(commitments of $13-$14 billion in FY11 – see Chart II-4), with an emphasis on greater reach 
in IDA countries, frontier regions in other countries, and significant increase in the volume of 
climate change-related investments. These projected results would be subject to market 
conditions and the demand for IFC to play its counter-cyclical role. 

2.74 Over the three-year period the proposed growth path, would enable IFC to:  



19 

• Build up local presence in all regions, and focus more of the decentralized resources on 
frontier markets. This includes opening several new offices, most of which would be in 
IDA countries or frontier regions. 

• Reach more IDA countries and increase the volume of its commitments there. IFC has set 
itself a stretch target of 50% of projects in IDA countries by FY11, and a goal of at least 
maintaining the FY07 level of IDA country investments. However, IFC’s capacity to reach 
these targets could be impacted should there be a significant counter-cyclical event in IFC’s 
markets.  

• In Africa, continue to scale up and do business in more countries. This will build on the 
considerable achievements of the past three years, during which IFC’s investments in 
Africa increased from $445 million in FY05 to $1.4 billion in FY07.  

• Implement the Africa Health Initiative presented to the Board in December. This is still in 
the planning phase, but it is currently envisaged that over the three-year plan period (FY09-
11) this would deliver up to $110 million to $145 million in investments, as well as 
significant advisory services. 

• Continue to scale up in Middle East and North Africa, with focus on job creation, gender, 
education and increasing IFC’s Islamic Finance offerings. Increased resources would be 
devoted to conflict-affected countries, including Lebanon, Afghanistan and, as the security 
situation permits, Iraq. IFC would also develop innovative approaches in West Bank and 
Gaza.  

• In East Asia, meet IFC’s strategic goals for the region of increasing impact in and moving 
more resources to IDA countries, including Mongolia, the Pacific Islands, Laos, Cambodia 
and Vietnam, and move towards becoming a leader in climate change.  

• Scale up in South Asia, where 45% of the world’s poor6 live, as well as focus on climate-
change-related investments. 

• In Latin America and the Caribbean, implementation of the Caribbean Islands initiative, 
and the special initiative for Central America, as well as the Amazon Initiative (which 
would be subject also to renewal of the Latin America Advisory Services Program).  

• In Central Asia, implementation of the special initiative. The expected results would 
include an increase in investments in the SME sector as well as an added focus on 
investments in the housing and microfinance sectors and possible advisory pilots in the 
infrastructure and logistics sectors. When fully implemented, this initiative is projected to 
lead to additional IFC investments of up to $120 million per year, together with delivery of 
significant advisory services. The realization of this program would depend on the budget 
allocation, availability of donor funding, market conditions, and continuing improvements 
in the severely constrained business environment.  

• In Eastern Europe, while overall growth would be limited, focus would be on the two IDA 
countries of Armenia and Georgia, as well as Belarus. Climate change-related investments 
and projects in frontier regions would also be important.  

• Growth in the non-IDA markets of the East Asia, Latin America and Eastern and Southern 
Europe regions would be selective and likely to be focused on reaching the underserved, 
climate change and second tier companies. 

                                                   
6 Population living on less than $1 per day 
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• Increase climate change-related investments from $1.1 billion invested in RE/EE in FY05-
07 to double to triple this amount in FY09-11. 

2.75 In terms of sectors, the focus would continue to be infrastructure, including information 
and communication technologies, health and education, agribusiness, financial markets and 
certain sub-sectors of general manufacturing.  

2.76 . Summary of Growth. The growth projections (compound annual growth rate of 7-12%) 
are in line with the historical averages (see Table II-3), but are lower than the compound annual 
growth rate of 23-25% for the first three-year growth plan (FY05-08 estimated). Chart II-4 
shows the dollar commitment projections. 

Table II-3: Compound Annual Growth Rate of IFC Commitments 
Fiscal Years CAGR % (Actual) 
1960-1970 16.8 
1970-1980 16.4 
1980-1990 8.3 
1990-2000 10.2 
2000-2007 19.2 
2005-2008 (estimated) 23-25 

 
Chart II-4: Commitment Projections (mid-points) 
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